
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

Joy is different from happiness. Happiness is a transient experience, but joy has more depth to it, more lasting 
roots. It can be independent of what is going on around us. In John’s Gospel, the night before Jesus died, he 
said to his disciples that he wants his joy to be in them and their joy to be complete (John 15:11). And Paul 
writes to the Thessalonians: “Rejoice always” (2 Thessalonians 5:16). 

Today’s readings invite us to think about what brings us joy. Isaiah offers images of a world that will blossom 
or bloom, flowering into fullness. The prophet gives us wonderful images of dry, parched land suddenly break-
ing into a colorful display of new and abundant life. 

This fullness also results from something being restored that had been lost or that was missing from the start: 
sight, hearing, being able to sing and leap with joy, health of body and spirit. Such fullness comes from God. It 
is gift, pure and simple. 

God wants us to have this fullness of life, to be sure. It will come with the coming of the Lord. In the mean-
time, we are to wait patiently, not complaining, but with hearts marked by certitude. We have assurance in that 
we have already been welcomed into the kingdom at our baptism. The rest is only a matter of time. In speak-
ing of John as more than a prophet, Jesus concludes by saying, “Yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he” (Matthew 11:11). 

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. 
— Copyright ©2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.  

Living God’s Word  

We can ask God to give us that joy that the world cannot give, 
a joy that is found rooted in our faith in God, 

in our trusting that the God who raised Jesus up 
will also bring us to fullness of life. 

— Copyright ©2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

PROMISE FULFILLED 

Today’s readings address the faithful one, the one who waits on 
God but may not feel God’s presence. Every person who seeks 
God has at one time or another experienced the absence of 
God. Jesus himself cried out during his dark night of the soul. 

The Epistle of James speaks to this. The author says that we 
must be as patient as the silent, fallow earth that awaits the 
slow, soaking rains of winter and the hard, necessary rains of 
spring. As the farmer is sure of the precious yield of the land, 
we can be sure of the precious yield of our patient waiting. God 
is never far away. 

The messengers from John the Baptizer asked Jesus if he was 
the one whose coming John had announced. The messengers 
wanted to hear the answer that the imprisoned John already 
knew. Everything that John said was finally happening: be-
cause of Jesus, light shines in eyes; words of promise are re-
ceived; people leap and dance. 

The promise of Isaiah is fulfilled in Jesus. Wobbly knees and 
feeble hands are strong, the desert blooms, the savanna and steppe flower, the darkness is chased away. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, Dec. 10 (St. Lawrence)                                                        
5:00 pm: + Allen Clendennen  
       by David & Belinda Weishuhn 
6:30 pm: + Rosalie Strum (In Spanish)  
       by Doug & Karen Schaefer 

Sunday, Dec. 11 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)       
8:00  am: + Alfrieda Braden by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: Germaine Hoelscher by Annette Frerich 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners    

Monday,  Dec. 12 (St. Lawrence)                                                          
8:00 am: + Bill Schraeder by Eugene & Marilee Jost    

Tuesday,  Dec. 13 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                                                                         
7:00 am : +  Norma Jean Gilman  
         by George & Doris Schwartz 
8:00 am: + Ronnie Halfmann by Dennis & Dee Matthiesen 

Wednesday,  Dec. 14  (St. Lawrence)                                                                            
8:00 am: + Sherline Strube by Wendell & Linda Jones 
6:00 pm: + Bernard Seidenberger by John & Jennifer      
      Seidenberger  (In Spanish)    

Thursday, Dec. 15  (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas) 
7:00 am: + Clarence Schaefer Jr. 
       by Doyle & Jacque Schaefer 
8:00 am: + Bobby Maxie by Sheryl Wilson 

Friday, Dec. 16 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am : Louis Kadlacek by Chris & Lana Hirt    

Saturday, Dec. 17 (St. Lawrence)                                                        
5:00 pm: + Hubert Frerich by Rose Schwartz 
6:30 pm: + Ryder Gass by Keith & Darcy Braden 
      (In Spanish)     

Sunday, Dec. 18 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)       
8:00  am: + Arnold Matthiesen  
       by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 
10:00 am: Abbygail Schwartz by Ernie & Debra Schwartz 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

We make transitions along life’s journey, and search 
for meaning. Watch an infant take those first wobbly 
steps. Inevitably they are toward the arms of a dear 
one, and the gleeful smile and wordless laughter let us 
know that the baby understands that the whole world 
is renewed in an instant. Parents may see that 
wide‑eyed smile again some years later as they flip 
car keys in the teenager’s direction, and by God’s 
grace at in‑between moments of forgiveness and affir-
mation. 

 Sacraments open a window to the blessings of 
everyday life and help us claim their deep meaning. A 
voice from a fiery bush warned Moses to take off his 
shoes because he stood on “holy ground.” Your first 
steps, your first word, taking your place at the family 
table, stirring to new love, forgiving and being forgiv-
en: all of this is holy, laden with meaning, full of pos-
sibilities. Sacraments are not escape pods from the 
realities of the everyday; rather they invest us ever 
more deeply in life and recruit us for the kingdom in-
augurated by Jesus. We take baby steps all our life 
long. In the world of sacrament, they are always di-
rected toward the arms of a loving God, and always 
on the common holy ground of a community’s life. 

           —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

La tradición mexicana de las Posadas se acompaña de 
las tradicionales piñatas. Aunque hay piñatas de ani-
males y caricaturas, la piñata original es una estrella 
con siete picos. 

 La piñata llegó al continente con los misioneros 
agustinos procedentes de España, mismos que la ha-
bían recibido de italianos; y éstos, a su vez, la obtu-
vieron de Marco Polo quien conoció decoraciones de 
animales coloridos en China. El asociar la piñata con 
las Posadas viene de la cultura Náhuatl quienes cele-
braban a Huitzilopochtli (dios de la guerra) del 17 al 
26 de diciembre. Estos ponían cazuelas de barro deco-
radas con listones y plumas sobre palos en el templo. 
Al romperlas, tesoros y alhajas caían a los pies de su 
dios. 

 Los misioneros mezclaron las dos costumbres para 
la catequesis. La estrella de siete picos representa al 
diablo y los 7 pecados capitales, mientras que la ven-
da en los ojos es la fe en Cristo. El acto de pegarle a la 
piñata son nuestros esfuerzos cristianos a pesar de las 
desorientaciones que trae la vida. Romper la piñata es 
estar bañado con la gracia del Espíritu Santo y recibir 
los dones de Dios.        

        — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For December 

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations com-
mitted to human development find people dedicated 
to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new 
paths to international cooperation. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

December 11 

St. Lawrence –Nathan & Gena Halfmann 
St. Thomas –  Karen Streicher 

December 18 

St. Lawrence– Eric Seidenberger Family 
St. Thomas– Gary & Janice Durham  

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence      

Birthdays: Mitchell Jansa, Elsa Ramirez, Landon 
Hoelscher, Elsie Hirt, Amber Schwartz, Holly Halfmann, 
Carol Hoelscher, Kristin Halfmann, Leon Halfmann and 
Barbara Halfmann 
 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Thomas 
 

Birthdays: Oscar Gonzalez   

 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, December 17                         
 Sacristan: Charles Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, December 18 

 Sacristan: Tommy Hoelscher  
 Readers: Volunteers                                            
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

PROMESA CUMPLIDA 

Las lecturas de hoy nos 
hablan de la persona fiel, 
de aquella que espera en 
Dios pero tal vez no sienta 
su presencia. Toda persona 
que busca a Dios, en un 
momento u otro, experi-
menta la ausencia de Dios. 
El mismo Jesús gritó du-
rante la noche oscura de su 
alma. La epístola de Santia-
go hace referencia a esta 
cuestión. Dice que debe-

mos ser tan pacientes como la tierra abandonada y silenci-
osa, que espera las lentas y húmedas lluvias del invierno y 
las fuertes y necesarias lluvias de la primavera. Al igual 
que el agricultor es consciente del precioso fruto de la tier-
ra, también nosotros podemos ser conscientes de la valiosa 
cosecha de nuestra paciente espera. Dios nunca está lejos. 
Los mensajeros de Juan Bautista preguntaron a Jesús si él 
era aquél que Juan había anunciado. Los mensajeros 
querían oír la respuesta que el encarcelado Juan ya sabía. 
Todo lo que Juan había dicho estaba finalmente acon-
teciendo: gracias a Jesús, la luz brilla en los ojos; las 
palabras de promesa son recibidas; la gente salta y baila. 
La promesa de Isaías se cumple en Jesús. Rodillas insegur-
as y manos débiles se vuelven fuertes; el desierto estalla de 
vegetación; la sabana y la estepa florecen; la oscuridad es 
ahuyentada. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

December Worklist 

Hayden & Courtney Halfmann- CH Scott & Tana    
Halfmann, Nora Campos, Justin & Amy Schwartz,   
Ross & Nicole Womack, Saul & Patti Balcazar, 
Cooper & Laney McDermott, Tommy & Karla 
Hoelscher,    Russell & Kim Halfmann, Ricardo Jr. 
& Veronica Cura, Donald & Sharon Braden, Alfre-
do & Zulema Barrerea, Wendell & Linda Jones, 
Canon & Brylie Wood 

 

Special Collection 

This weekend there will be a second collection to ben-
efit the Retirement Fund for Religious. Please be gen-
erous. 

CYO News Reminder 

The St. Lawrence CYO would like to invite everyone 
to a community pot luck and to visit with Santa. This 
will take place in the hall, Sunday  right after the 
10:00am Mass until 2pm.  

Retirement Reception 

There will be a Retirement Reception honoring Retir-
ing County Treasurer Alan Dierschke. The reception 
will be on December 21st from 1:30-3:30 pm. at the 
Community Center in Garden City. 

Children’s Silent Nativity 

The Children’s Silent Nativity with Children’s Choir 
will begin at 7:45pm before the Christmas Eve Mass 
at 8:00pm on December 24th. If you would like your 
child to participate in the nativity, or sing in the choir, 
please contact Kristen Hillger at 432-466-3171 before 
the 19th. All ages are welcome and encouraged to par-
ticipate! More information will be given individually. 

New Year’s Eve Dance 

The New Year’s Eve Dance will be held December 
31st from 8-12, the music will be provided by The 
Midlandaires. The cost will be $15.00 per person, 
with children 12 and under free. All ages are wel-
come. 



 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Today’s messages from Isaiah (prophetic ancestor of John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth) and 
James (spiritual offspring of John and Jesus) both have messages that resonate across the five cen-
turies that separate them: hope in the coming power and presence of God. Isaiah was attempting to 
comfort and encourage the people of Israel in geographic and spiritual exile. Their exile will end, 
Isaiah says, with God’s presence shown forth through spectacular occurrences in nature. James like-
wise has a community in need of encouragement and hope, since they despair over the delayed par-
ousia, the final coming of God in glory. In the meantime, James urges patient endurance. Until Jesus 
returns, they ought to persist without complaint, with the lives of the prophets as their guide. Then 
will come the time of sight, and healing, and life and … Good News for the poor! 

PATIENCE . . . NOW! 

A friend walked me through his newly planted garden to help me see how it would look in spring. He 
finally stopped and said, “You can’t picture any of this, can you?” I couldn’t until I saw it in full 
bloom the following springtime. Then I could understand why he planted the seeds where he had. 
Then I saw the beauty and bounty that his planting represented. “Tell John what you hear and see,” 
Jesus says to John’s disciples. The signs of the Messiah proclaimed by the prophets are beginning to 
bloom. Look and see! Hear the singing of those once mute and the rejoicing of the crowds who wit-
ness these works. The beauty and the bounty of our generous God are all around.  

JUST IMAGINE 

James wrote to a community experiencing hardship, like the exiled Israelites in today’s first reading. 
Isaiah and James exhort people to trust that they will see God’s presence in their midst once again, 
so be patient. That’s easier said than done, isn’t it? Saint Francis de Sales says to be patient with eve-
ryone, and most of all with ourselves. Patience means accepting suffering and delay without becom-
ing angry or upset. Easier said than done. Praying for this virtue each day, sometimes often through-
out the day, does help. Breathe in the Spirit of God and say, “Give me patience, Lord.” Then exhale 
anger, upset, and impatience. Staring at a garden won’t make a shoot spring up any faster; however, 
giving thanks for the seed, the water, the soil, and the Giver of all life can deepen our trust that the 
garden will grow. So be patient. Rejoice always. See and be the signs of God’s beauty and bounty in 
our world today. 

Today’s Readings: Is 35:1–6a, 10; Ps 146:6–7, 8–9, 9–10; Jas 5:7–10; Mt 11:2–11 

Preparing the Way… 

Reconciliation in Advent 

Wednesday 21, 2022, at  6:00pm 

at St. Lawrence 

Religious Education Update 



 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 

3rd Sunday of Advent (A) 

Joy is the theme of 
the Third Sunday of 
Advent. As it says in 
the first reading, "Be 
strong, fear not! Here 
is your God, he 
comes with vindica-
tion to rescue you!" 
This is the reason for 
our joy. We have 
been ransomed from 
sin and its destruc-
tion. This is why Je-
sus came to earth to 
be born as one of us: 
to rescue us from the 
horrors of an eternal 
separation from God 
and his love.  

Compared to eternity, 
our current problems 
are little, very little 
indeed.  

Joy comes from real-
izing that, because of 
Jesus, no sins against 
us and no destructive 
forces can do us per-
manent harm. In fact, 
God will make good 
use of everything for 
our benefit! He de-

feats evil by making blessings come from it.  

Even the worst of times become huge blessings if 
we let them unite us to Jesus. With Christ and in 
imitation of how he suffered for the sake of others, 
we offer to others what our hardships have taught 
us, and thus our sufferings become ministries. Our 
sorrows find valuable meaning, which produces a 
joy that gets multiplied beyond measure.  

In Christ we are crowned with everlasting joy. We 
feel his joy and gladness because of the good that 

will come 
and is al-
ready start-
ing. Sorrow 
and mourn-
ing will flee 
away as we 
rise above 
our pain to 
rejoice in 
the good-
ness of join-
ing in the 
ministry of 
Christ. And 
we are lifted 

up by a faithful and compassionate God.  

As the second reading points out, we must be pa-
tient while we wait for the Lord to convert our trials 
into triumphs. To maintain an attitude of joy, we 
must remain firm in our faith, not doubting that the 
Lord is concerned about us. And we must not com-
plain, because complaints mean that we think we 
know better than God does about how our problems 
should be resolved and how long it should take.  

Joy comes from rejoicing in the good news that God 
really does care and is of course working on our 
behalf to produce many wonderful blessings from 
our sufferings, just like Jesus says in the Gospel: 
"Blessed is the one who takes no offense in me."  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. What are you unhappy about? 

2. Can you find joy in the trial? – because God will 
make good come out of the suffering if you want to 
use it for the benefit of others. Talk to Jesus about 
that today. What is he telling you? What hug is he 
giving you? 

3. Describe a time when you saw blessings come 
from your sufferings. If you could do it all over 
again, with the option of avoiding those particular 
troubles, would you? Why or why not? 

Isaiah 35:1-6a,10  
Ps 146:6-10 (Is 35:4)  

James 5:7-10  
Matthew 11:2-11  

Monday December 12  
Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Zec 2:14-17 or  
Rev 11:19a;12:1-6a,10ab  

Deut 13:18-19  
Luke 1:26-38 or 1:39-47  

Tuesday December 13  
St. Lucy  

Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13  
Ps 34:2-3,6-7,17-19,23  

Matthew 21:28-32  

Wednesday December 14  
St. John of the Cross  

Isaiah 45:6c-8,18,21c-25  
Ps 85:9-14  

Luke 7:18b-23  

Thursday December 15  
Isaiah 54:1-10  

Ps 30:2,4-6,11-12a,13b  
Luke 7:24-30  

Friday December 16  
Isaiah 56:1-3a,6-8  

Ps 67:2-3,5,7-8  
John 5:33-36  

Saturday December 17  
Genesis 49:2,8-10  

Ps 72:1-4ab,7-8,17  
Matthew 1:1-17 



Many Catholics want to read the Bible but get bogged down by the long stretches that seem not to make sense or get 

lost among the sea of Old Testament names and places. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an eight-part Bible 

study, helps you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and 

understand what it’s all about. Aided by a unique color-coded Bible TimelineTM Chart that arranges the key peo-

ple, places, and events of the Bible in chronological order, Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you 

pick up the Bible with confidence and understand how you fit into God’s plan. 

St. Lawrence will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible study in January. Participants will meet every 

week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. 

For more information, please contact Barbara Fuchs at bjfuchs2000@yahoo.com to sign up. 

 



The story of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
December 12th is the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We 
take a look at the story behind the indigenous peasant who came 
across the Patron of the Americas, and how he fought for her 
message to be heard. 

The Virgin of Guadalupe, like the shroud of Turin, appears on a 
piece of fabric. Both are sacred objects, hundreds of years old, 
and both depict an image said to be miraculous. The Virgin of 
Guadalupe was declared Queen of Mexico and is Patron of the 
Americas. 

First apparition 

Our Lady of Guadalupe first introduced herself as the Mother of 
God and the mother of all humanity when she appeared on the 
hill of Tepeyac in Mexico in 1531. An indigenous peasant, Juan 
Diego, saw a glowing figure on the hill. After she had identified 
herself to him, Our Lady asked that Juan build her a shrine in 
that same spot, in order for her to show and share her love and 
compassion with all those who believe. 

Afterwards, Juan Diego visited Juan de Zumárraga, who was Archbishop of what is now Mexico City. 
Zumárraga dismissed him in disbelief and asked that the future Saint provide proof of his story and proof of 
the Lady’s identity. 

Juan Diego returned to the hill and encountered Our Lady again. The Virgin told him to climb to the top of 
the hill and pick some flowers to present to the Archbishop. 

Winter bloom 

Although it was winter and nothing should have been in bloom, Juan Diego found an abundance of flowers 
of a type he had never seen before. The Virgin bundled the flowers into Juan's cloak, known as a tilma. 
When Juan Diego presented the tilma of exotic flowers to Zumárraga, the flowers fell out and he recog-
nised them as Castilian roses, which are not found in Mexico. 

What was even more significant, however, was that the tilma had been miraculously imprinted with a color-
ful image of the Virgin herself. 

Tilma 

This actual tilma, preserved since that date and showing the familiar image of the Virgin Mary with her 
head bowed and hands together in prayer, represents the Virgin of Guadalupe. It remains perhaps the most 
sacred object in all of Mexico. 

The story is best known from a manuscript written in the Aztec’s native language Nahuatl by the scholar 
Antonio Valeriano. It was written sometime after 1556. 

Over 20 million people visit the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe each year, now situated on the very 
same hill on which she appeared. 

In 1990, Pope Saint John Paul II visited Mexico and beatified Juan Diego. 10 years later, in the year 2000, 
he was declared a Saint.   
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, 
pray for us. 




